“Why Worship?”
1
Praise the LORD. I will extol the LORD with all my heart 



in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 

2 
Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered by all who delight in them. 

3 
Glorious and majestic are his deeds, and his righteousness endures forever. 

4 
He has caused his wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 

5 
He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 

6 
He has shown his people the power of his works, giving them the lands of other nations. 

7 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. 

8 
They are steadfast for ever and ever, done in faithfulness and uprightness. 

9 
He provided redemption for his people; 



he ordained his covenant forever — holy and awesome is his name.
(Selected Passage: Hebrews 11:17-30, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 13: Ezek. 27:1-28:26; Heb. 11:17-31; Ps. 111:1-10; Prov. 27:15-16)
A Second Look

One of the greatest mistakes we make – it could actually be called sin – is focusing our view of the world upon ourselves. An underlying meaning is woven into the question, “Why worship?” The inference in the question is, “What is the use? What is the benefit? What is in it for me?” To be true, there is much that is beneficial as we worship, but the intent of worship is not so that we receive some benefit. We are called to worship for one reason, because GOD IS WORTHY!
Stop and consider the trap of sin. From the dawn of time, the problem with sin has been man making life “me-centered.” What was the deception Satan said to Adam and Eve? He said, “You will be as gods.” “The world will be your playground.” This was Satan’s message. As a result of sin, man died spiritually. He lost his relationship with God. Man was cut off from God and forced to eke out his living in an inhospitable environment because he refused to take God at His word. Therefore, to approach worship from the view, “Something is in this for me,” is the same mindset that separated us from God. 

We worship to give thanks. We worship to express praise. We worship to turn our trust to Him. We worship to found our faith upon His faithfulness. We worship to empty ourselves of all that confounds and crushes our lives. We worship with the certain and sure knowledge that as we worship we become less human and more divine. We pour out our flesh to be filled with His Spirit.
A Second Thought
As Jim Elliot said, “A man is no fool to give up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
A Second Step

“LORD, focus my heart upon worshipping you freely.”
A Second Mile
Worship is to be the constant mindset of the believer.
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