“Will This Bless or Burden”
1
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, 





if any comfort of love, 





if any fellowship of the Spirit, 





if any affection and mercy, 

2 




fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 







being of one accord, of one mind. 

3 
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 



but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

4 
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, 



but also for the interests of others.
(Selected Passage: Phil. 2:1-4, AMP, (Formatted for emphasis); THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 16: Ezek. 33:1-34:31; Heb. 13:1-25; Ps. 115:1-18; Prov. 27:21-22)
A Second Look

Oftentimes the questions and considerations making up the branches of our decision-tree are not the right questions. Occasionally, if not often, we make decisions based upon how the decision will impact or affect our personal lives. Will this mean more money? Will this provide greater success? Will those give me what I want? Will this fulfill my strongest desires? How convenient is this for me? Me, ME, ME, ME, seems to be our most common place of beginning in making decisions which guide our choices. This is certainly not the place of beginning for aspiring to walk with Christ.
For the Christian seeking to walk in obedience with the Holy Spirit, an entirely different set of critical criteria, or meaningful measures are given to us in Scripture to guide us to God’s will. First, we ask, “Will this glorify God?” In 1 Cor. 10:31, Paul taught Christians to “do it all for the glory of God.” Second, we ask, “Will this edify my brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ?” In another location, Paul added, “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another” (Rom. 14:19). Third, we must examine our actions in light of how they will testify about the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter wrote, “He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.” Above, Paul provoked Christians to concentrate on the goodness of God, (If, x4, Phil. 2:1). As he continued, Paul used the subjunctive word “Let” (vs. 3 and 4 above) which underscores the fact that all our actions, attitudes, words, and priorities are first and foremost matters of choice. The Christian cannot say, “The devil made me do it. My wife made me do it. My boss made me do it.” If we stumble into sin or walk head-long into it knowingly and willingly, we must own it, repent of it, and return to the Lord, (Read Ps. 51). Until we own our opportunities, actions, and responsibilities we can have no hope of future growth and deliverance. Post this question deep within your own heart and mind to guide you in all of your actions, reactions, and attitudes, “Will this burden or bless?” We have been born again so that we might know Christ, love Christ, and show Christ to the lost and dying world! God is counting on your faithfulness.
A Second Thought
 Make an indelible positive mark for Christ with others today.
A Second Step

“LORD, help me give away the goodness you have given to me!”
A Second Mile
Today, reach up to God. Reach out to others for God. Reach deep within to open yourself more fully and completely to Him.
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