“Pure Joy!”
2 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
3 

because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
4 
Perseverance must finish its work



so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
(Selected Passage: James 1:2-8, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 17: Ezek. 35:1-36:38; James 1:1-18; Ps. 116:1-19; Prov. 27:23-27)
A Second Look

“What do I do now? How do I respond to this?” This type question has leapt from our lips, or at least, hovered in our hearts at one time or another. As we go through times of testing and trials, whether we believe it or not, we are on the threshold of a great blessing. As James speaks to believers, he speaks of the trial of life coming in so many shapes, sizes, types, and colors that they are like variegated yarn. However, he teaches us to consider these trials pure joy (vs. 1). Clearly, James is telling us that salvation empowers and equips the believer to see the struggles of life in an entirely new and different way. We are called to interpret life based upon the character and work of God; we are never to interpret God based upon our experiences in life.

James, the author of this epistle, is the half brother of Jesus Christ; he is the son of Mary and Joseph. James did not come to faith in Christ as the Messiah, and therefore his savior, until the resurrection produced undeniable proof that Jesus was no one other than GOD IN THE FLESH! From that radical discovery, James writes to other Jewish Christians scattered throughout the Roman world going through times of great persecution and grave personal suffering and difficulty. Remember, all of the thinking of James has taken a complete 180 degree turn because of the resurrection. Therefore, James brings forth this radical revelation – Consider it pure joy when you face trials of any kind!
He means exactly what he says. Consider it pure joy when facing injustice, cruelty, violence, scorn, hatred, rejection, and deprivation. Just as the resurrection turned death on its ear, so also Christ will turn our grief to our gain, our suffering to our satisfaction, and our pain to our progress. Why? Because the resurrection means that our spiritual perseverance, our ability to endure and to overcome, will increase with every difficulty. Simply put, every set back will become a step up!
How does this transpire? How does this take place? Our challenges empty us more and more of ourselves as we become more and more aware we do not have the wisdom or strength to meet the challenge relying on our own abilities. Therefore, we naturally turn in desperation more fervently and faithfully to the Lord. When we are weakest, we then become strongest because of our dependence upon the Lord. We are endowed with wisdom. We are endued with power. We are empowered through the Holy Spirit. We are infused with hope. Those broken down fibers of our faith are built up just as the broken down fibers of our muscles gain strength and size when under strain. The resurrection changes everything – EVEN OUR SUFFERING (Rom. 8:31-39)!
A Second Thought
God does not teach us the truth so that we might know it but so that we might do it.
A Second Step

“LORD, simplify my faith. Focus my attention on one goal – OBEDIENCE.”
A Second Mile
Supernatural strength, the likes of which you have never known, will be you when you learn to ask and answer the right question. Faith is not what you think or believe. Faith is what you do!
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