“Press On!”
12
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 



that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 

13 
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; 


but one thing I do, 





forgetting those things which are behind and 





reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

14 
I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Selected Passage: Phil 3:12-14, NKJV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 17: Ezek. 35:1-36:38; James 1:1-18; Ps. 116:1-19; Prov. 27:23-27)
A Second Look

Countless thousands, even millions of Christians throughout the ages have latched on to the truth of Phil. 3:12-14. Great men and women do great things by understanding and applying this great truth: PRESS ON! Hear the heartbeat of the poem below from an anonymous author. 
I want to let go, but I won't let go.
There are battles to fight,
By day and night,
For God and the right—
And I'll never let go.

I want to let go, but I won't let go.
I'm sick, tis true,
Worried and blue,
And worn through and through,
But I won't let go.

I want to let go, but I won't let go.
I will never yield!
What! Lie down on the field
And surrender my shield?
No, I'll never let go!

I want to let go, but I won't let go.
May this be my song:
"Mid legions of wrong—
Oh, God, keep me strong
That I may never let go!"
The tragic truth about so many of us is that we seldom say, “This one thing I do.” Our inclination is to exhibit the behavior of “These countless things, I dabble in.” Until passion prompts you to establish personal spiritual priorities, until your priorities nail down the conviction that Christ is not merely important, but rather He is preeminent, until your preeminent commitment to Christ produces a readiness to pay the high price of faithfulness, and until our preeminent commitment to Christ exhibits perseverance, we will not confidently overcome the crises of our lives. What is the “one thing” we must do daily? First, we must forget all past distractions, so that we can, second, fix our eyes faithfully on knowing, loving, and serving Christ. God wants you to press on (vs. 12) and to press toward the goal of faith in Christ.
A Second Thought
God wants you to become a perseverant plodder in your service for Christ.
A Second Step

“LORD, give me greater spiritual passion. Strengthen my spiritual perseverance.”
A Second Mile
Stand up with Christ. Speak up for Christ. Pay up the high price of commitment. Become bulldog like, in your spiritual tenacity. Watch and wait. God is preparing you for a great future.
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