“Learn to Look Ahead”
1 
In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, 



on the tenth of the month, in the fourteenth year after the fall of the city — 



on that very day the hand of the LORD was upon me and he took me there. 

2 
In visions of God


he took me to the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain, 




on whose south side were some buildings that looked like a city. 

3 
He took me there, and I saw a man whose appearance was like bronze; 



he was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand. 

4 
The man said to me, 



"Son of man, look with your eyes and hear with your ears 


  and pay attention to everything I am going to show you, 


  for that is why you have been brought here. 


  Tell the house of Israel everything you see." 
(Selected Passage: Ezek 40:1-4, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 18: Ezek. 39:1-40:27; James 2:18-3:18; Ps. 118:1-18; Prov. 28:2)
A Second Look

The day was April 28, 573 B.C. It is important that you understand the tangible reality of this event with the same concrete clarity you would remember the specific days of darkness and crisis in your own life. This would have been the first day of the Passover – the day Israelites were to celebrate the deliverance of their forefathers from Egypt. However, they had been in captivity for twenty-five years! It is critical that you absorb this. How would you feel if you were called to a day of celebration and thanksgiving during your own hour of heartbreak and crushing defeat? Passover was also the beginning of the Jewish religious year of festivals and special worship events. Put yourself entirely in their situation. Completely immerse yourself in their feelings. Would you find it hard to give thanks? Would praise almost feel foreign to you? Maybe this is exactly what you are feeling as Thanksgiving approaches yet you struggle on in misery, agony, and confusion. God has a word for you! LOOK AHEAD!
God takes Ezekiel forward (Ezek. 40-48) to a glorious new temple. Why? Holiness and hope were the driving intention of the vision God granted. The word holiness is used thirty-five times in Ezek. 41-48. Jesus uses the same method to inspire hope and stir holiness in John 17:22-24. Peter did the same thing in 1 Peter 1:1-9.  
A Second Thought
Tomorrow’s destination is today’s motivation! (Read this again thoughtfully)
A Second Step

“LORD, impress on my heart and mind not so much where I am in my life, but where I am going.”
A Second Mile
Completely flood your mind with Romans 8:28-30. Meditate on this question: “What is the connection between the promise of verse 28 and the purpose of verses 29-30?”
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