 “First Things First”
1 
FIRST OF ALL, then, I admonish and urge 


that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men, 

2 
For kings and all who are in positions of authority or high responsibility, 


that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed life 
[and inwardly] a peaceable one 
in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every way. 

3 
For such [praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God our Savior, 

4 
Who wishes all men to be saved 
and [increasingly] to perceive and recognize and discern and 
know 
precisely and correctly the [divine] Truth. 

5 
For there [is only] one God, and [only] one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 

6 
Who gave Himself as a ransom for all [people, a fact that was] attested to at the proper time. 

(Selected Passage: 1 Timothy 2:1-6, Amplified Bible, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 22: Ezek. 44:1-45:12; 1 Peter 1:1-12; Ps. 119:17-32; Prov. 28:8-10)
A Second Look

One of the greatest challenges of the Christian life is keeping first things first. Because we are constantly bombarded with media message and unintended pressure to be like our peers, we often forget or neglect the spiritual priorities set out for the child of God in Scripture. When God called Abraham out of a life of idolatry consumed with the amassing of riches, the first instruction God gave him was to separate himself from these influences (Gen. 12:1-3). Is it possible God would have you change that which comes first in your life? As Paul wrote to Timothy in one of his Pastoral Epistles, he emphasized prayer as one of the highest callings of the Christian life. After reading the first three words, “FIRST OF all” what would you have expected God’s highest calling to be? Would you have placed evangelism, missions, worship, or serving at the head of the list? If you simply measured where you invest the greater portion of your time, money, passion, or enthusiasm, what would actually be the greatest priority of your life? Some might say moral ethics (civil justice) or Christian discipleship is our highest calling. However, God’s Word says, “FIRST OF ALL” pray! As has been noted before, we can do nothing more than pray until we pray!
Paul did not envision one vanilla version of prayer. Within the many words for prayer in this text are unique and individual words for specific requests, prayer as expressions of worship and adoration, prayer as a means of giving thinks, prayer as a means of conferring with the almighty and eternal God, and prayer as a means of intercession on behalf of others. He saw prayer as being offered to God as a means of changing the world around us and as a means of changing us in the midst of our world. He concluded only God can make a lasting difference in the life of an individual or in society at larger. It has been said, “Prayer moves the hand of the one who governs the world.” Maybe we would be better to note that, “Prayer is the hand of the one who governs the world moving us.”
A Second Thought
Do you seek God with the same passion and perseverance that God pursues you?
A Second Step

“LORD, fill me with faith. Teach me to surrender myself to you daily. Empower me to do your will. Cause my life to bring honor and glory to You. Use me today!”
A Second Mile
Pray first. Memorize and apply this priority to your daily life. The one who prays first will find God multiplying great peace in his life (Isa. 26:3; 40:1-3; and Phil. 4:6-7).
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