“The High Price of Pride!”
18
"O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and 



greatness and glory and splendor. 

19 
Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and nations and men of every 

language dreaded and feared him… 

20 
But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, 



he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 

21 
He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; 



he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; 



and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, 




until he acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign 



over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes. 

22 "But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 

23 
Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. 


You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your 


wives and your concubines drank wine from them. 


You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot 

see or hear or understand. 


But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. 

24 
Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. 

25 
"This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN
(Selected Passage: Daniel 5:18-25, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 28: Dan. 5:1-31; 2 Pet. 2:1-22; Psalm 119:113-128; Prov. 28:19-20)
A Second Look

The more I am in the Scripture, the more I see truth ever so clearly. The fog lifts and I see the hand of God in the affairs of man. I used to be told that if I ate more carrots, my eyesight would improve. Now I tell you, “If you ingest God’s Word, your insight will improve.”
Over time, nothing pays a more ruthless and harsh payback than pride. Nebuchadnezzar led his son down pride’s painful path and destruction was sure to follow. Nebuchadnezzar lived like a ravenous animal feeding all his beastly pleasures. He ended up literally living in a field foraging on all fours like a cow. His son – Belshazzar – followed further on the path to destruction thumbing his nose in the face of God. God wrote his destiny in big letters on a wall. What was God’s message? “Your days are numbered. You have been weighed, measured, and found wanting. ALL THAT IS PRECIOUS WILL BE TAKEN AWAY!”
A Second Thought
The Eternal God never changes. Only a fool follows in the path of pride!
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from the deceit of pride. Teach me the security of humility.”
A Second Mile
Write the names Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar on a card and post them on your computer screen. You need to remember their names and the high price of pride.
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