“Poor Darius”
6 
So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: 



"O King Darius, live forever! 

7 
The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors 



have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree 




that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, 




except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. 

8 
Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered — 



in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." 

9 
So King Darius put the decree in writing.
(Selected Passage: Psalm 119:133, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 29: Dan. 6:1-28; 2 Pet. 3:1-18; Psalm 119:129-152; Prov. 28:21-22)
A Second Look

As you read Daniel 6, you find Daniel squarely in the midst of three crises entirely not of his making and it is precisely here that you find God giving him such glorious victories. Daniel is confronted by a work crisis, not in that his work is substandard but rather that his work is so superior that his peers are consumed with the desire and the determination to get rid of him (vs. 1-5). Daniel also finds himself in the midst of a prayer crisis as his peers attempt to create the appearance of an offence to King Darius by deceptively manipulating the King to issue an unchangeable decree that will give them a chance to bring charges against Daniel before Darius which would lead to his death (vs. 6-17).The final crisis Daniel confronts is a crisis of faith as he is thrown into the lion’s den. Would God see him through? This is often the question which most frequently challenges us today, “Will God bring us through our hour of crisis?”
The truth is that Darius is more to be pitied than Daniel. The unchallenged truth is that Daniel was the most efficient, effective, and faithful administrator in all of the land. It is precisely for this reason – his effectiveness – that the others are moved by jealousy and resentment to seek his death. While Daniel is thrown into the lion’s den and delivered from there by the power of God, Darius is deceived by the subtle influence of pride and arrogance to turn his back on his most trustworthy administrator. Pride always misleads us and puts us at risk to losing that which is most valuable.
A Second Thought
Take time to inventory the times when pride put you at risk of losing it all.
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from the deception and destruction of pride.”
A Second Mile
Look back at the times that you felt you were not given the credit due you. Has pride threatened to trap you and trip you?
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