“Understanding History”
1
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon,



Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed. 
He wrote down the substance of his dream. 

2 
Daniel said: 



"In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven 


churning up the great sea. 


3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 

4 
"The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. 


I watched until its wings were torn off 



and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a man, 



and the heart of a man was given to it. 

5 
"And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. 


It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. 


It was told, 'Get up and eat your fill of flesh!' 

6 
"After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast…like a leopard. 


And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. 


This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 

7 
"After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast — 

terrifying and frightening and very powerful. 


It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot 



whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 

8 
"While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, 



a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted 


before it. 


This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 

9 
"As I looked, 



"thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
(Selected Passage: Daniel 7:1-9, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 28: Dan. 7:1-28; 1Jn. 1:1-10; Psalm 119:153-176; Prov. 28:23-24)
A Second Look

A strong, poignant, and important parallel exists between the vision of Daniel recorded in Daniel 2 and this vision Nebuchadnezzar recorded in Daniel 7. Daniel helps us understand human history in such a way that we can find peace and purpose today. Human history is not merely random nor is it altogether chaotic. Although man’s history does not reflect that we are in step with the will of God as He has revealed it in Scripture, God is, nevertheless, unfolding His will through human history.
Daniel 7 unpacks the chronicle of world history. Man has viewed history and his (man’s) role in history as equating it with valuable metals (Dan. 2). Man has viewed metal as strong, lasting, and able to be molded and shaped. Man has viewed his role in history as being able to structure and create societies which were strong, lasting, and valuable. However, God views man’s activity in human history as being like the activities of wild and ravenous animals constantly fighting and devouring one another. Although man is unruly and rebellious, God has predetermined how human history will come to its culmination. God has made an appointment with man which man can neither postpone nor evade.
What are these beasts and what do they mean? The lion (vs. 4) is Babylon, the head of gold. The bear (vs. 5) is Media-Persia, the arms and the chest of silver. The leopard (vs. 6) is Greece, the thighs of brass. The dreadful beast (vs. 7) is Rome, the legs of iron. The little horn (vs. 8) represents the Antichrist and his kingdom, the toes of iron and clay. However, most importantly, THE ANCIENT OF DAYS seated upon the throne (vs. 9-14) parallels the smiting stone representative of God divine judgment upon man’s rebellious kingdoms. God is moving human history and all of the kingdoms of the world toward an appointment with God in which He will, in righteousness, judge mankind.
Remember this, REVELATION ALWAYS IMPARTS RESPONSIBILITY! God never “tells us stuff” so that we might merely “know stuff.” When God reveals Himself and timeless truth to us, he intends to call us to respond to Him. What is the response God is seeking from us? God wants us to (1) recognize and repent of our sin and to (2) receive His grace and mercy by faith by receiving Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior. While our President works with other leaders of the world, we view these activities as valuable efforts to bring military security and economic stability to the world. In the final analysis, both security and stability are ultimately received and experienced through a personal relationship with the living God. Only God in Christ can meet our ultimate needs!
A Second Thought
Real Christianity deals with the real issues of life through the radical power of faith in the one true real God.
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to see that what I am searching for I can only find in you.”
A Second Mile
What do you feel like you are in need of or are looking for today? Begin now turning those needs over to the Lord trusting Him to meet that need according to His plan and in His time. If you trust Him enough, you will learn He will never let you down.
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