“Fellowship”
1 
That 
which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, 




which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have touched — 
this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

2 
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 

life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

3 
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, 
so that you also may have fellowship with us. 
And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

4 
We write this to make our joy complete.  
(Selected Passage: 1 John 1:1-4, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Nov. 30: Dan. 7:1-28; 1Jn. 1:1-10; Psalm 119:153-176; Prov. 28:23-24)
A Second Look

Fellowship is an expression commonly used by Christians which has come to mean “an eating meeting.” When Baptists talk about fellowships the end result is usually that chickens die by the dozens. However, biblically, the word fellowship means much more than gorging oneself in the presence of friends. Fellowship describes the intimate and interdependent relationships we enjoy based upon our shared faith in and commitment to Christ. The clear message above is that the more we share our relationship with Christ, the more we become a part of one another’s life. Worshipping together, studying, praying, and serving together makes us one in Christ. The images of triple-braided cord, or iron sharpening iron, as well as feeding, comforting, and ministering to one another are a variety of the ways fellowship comes to life. Lovingly integrating our lives with other believers is one of the transforming joys of the Christian faith.
In fellowship we share joys and sorrows. Together we face disappointments and loss. Hope is multiplied, strength is enlarged, wisdom is increased and blessings are extended as we live in true Christian fellowship.
Fellowship is born within us as we come to Christ in faith. Fellowship is strengthened as we share God’s Word with each other. Fellowship calls us to embody the love and power of Christ in relationship with one another. Great riches await you in fellowship.
A Second Thought
Open your heart and mind to Christ. Open your hands to one another.
A Second Step

“LORD, make me a living example of your grace to others today.”
A Second Mile
Look for ways to live out the love of Christ in relationship with others today.

NOTE: Those of you having shared with my devotion distribution since 2006 have known that we were following the reading schedule provided in THE ONE YEAR BIBLE. In a spirit of cooperation with the effort of Amite Baptist Church, our focus shifted to the reading schedule developed by ABC for reading through the New Testament during 2011. Now that this specific emphasis is coming to a close, our scriptural basis for my devotions will return to the schedule from THE ONE YEAR BIBLE.
