“The meaning and Message of Prophecy”
Dan 4:25

25 
You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; 



you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. 


Seven times will pass by for you 



until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign




over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.

Dan 8:1-4

1 
In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, 



after the one that had already appeared to me. 

2 
In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; 



in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal. 

3 
I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, 

and the horns were long. 


One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 

4 
I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. 


No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. 


He did as he pleased and became great. 
(Selected Passage: Daniel 4:25 and 8:1-4, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 1: Dan. 8:1-27; 1 Jn. 2:1-17; Psalm 120:1-7; Prov. 28:25-26)
A Second Look

Have you become so confused with some biblical prophecies that you were tempted to give up and merely ignore portions of God’s Word? May I challenge you to prod and prompt yourself to never neglect any portion of God’s Word; there is a rich message of blessing and hope for you in the Scripture. The passage in Dan. 8:1-4 (above) may seem obscure and confusing, but it brings the vitality of hope, courage, and confidence to all who will stick with it!
When Nebuchadnezzar began his conquest of Judah in 605 B.C., he deported all the leaders of the Jews to Babylon (this included Daniel and his three faithful friends, all were probably teenagers). Because of Daniel’s great faithfulness to God, Daniel was enabled by the sovereignty of God to fulfill many important places of leadership and service under four different rulers representing three different kingdoms. Let this truth settle in your heart and mind. It does not matter who your boss is, how he or she behaves and what situation the company may or may not be in, you trust, follow, and serve the living God; He will empower you for whatever circumstance you go through! Wow, that is good news, is it not?!
Daniel 4:25 (above) is something of the key verse which explains the prophecy of Daniel. God wants us all (you in particular) to “acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.” Please understand, human history turns in many different political, social, and economic directions, while God’s hand moves consistently in one direction determined by His perfect will and sovereign authority. Human history is never out from under God’s control. The only thing which can be out of God’s control is man as He acts according to the sinful rebelliousness of his or her own will.

So what does Daniel 8 reveal years, even hundreds of years, before it takes place? With the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem, the “times of the Gentiles” began (Luke 21:24) and will continue until Christ returns to the earth and establishes His own glorious kingdom. God is in control of history. History is HIS-STORY! God will unfold human history according to His perfect plan and in His perfect time. This is true of human history globally, and your own history personally! Rest in Him. Trust Him. Follow Him!

In Daniel 8, Daniel saw himself in the Persian capital, for Persia would be the next world power that would conquer the Babylonians. Absorb this fact, please! Although the Babylonians conquered the Jews, God had already revealed to Daniel who would conquer the Babylonians (before it ever took place). Wow! We have some kind of God do we not? In this vision (Dan. 8), God pictured Persia as a ram and Greece (the power that would conquer Persia and claim power next) as a male goat (Dan.8:19-22). The “prominent” or “notable horn” (vs. 5) refers to Alexander the Great – the Greek King who conquered Persia. After his death, the Greek Empire was divided among four generals (vs. 8). The “little horn” (vs. 9-14) referred to the evil general Antiochus Epiphanes who invaded Israel and defiled the Temple in Jerusalem. He is the picture or the visual physical embodiment of the evil world ruler to come – the Antichrist (vs. 15-26). Daniel became overwhelmed and crushed by this revelation; he could barely function knowing what God had planned for the days ahead. How do you respond to prophecy? How does God want you to respond to prophecy? One thing is certain: God does not want you to live in fear, but rather to walk in faith. You need not be terrified if you trust Him!
A Second Thought
Faith in Christ drives fear from our future as we know God controls all we walk through.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to trust you more than I trust my own feelings.”
A Second Mile
How do you live by feelings when God has called you to live by faith? How do your feelings control you? How can you correct this? What does God want you to do to strengthen your faith (Romans 10:17)?














Terry Booth
