“Walking in Confidence”
9 
Do your best to come to me quickly, 

10 

for Demas, because he loved this world, 



has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. 

Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 

11 
Only Luke is with me. 

Get Mark and bring him with you, 


because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 
12 
I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 
13 
When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, 


and my scrolls, especially the parchments. 

14 
Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. 

The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 
15 
You too should be on your guard against him, 


because he strongly opposed our message. 

16 
At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. 

May it not be held against them. 
17 
But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, 


so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 



and all the Gentiles might hear it. 

And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. 
18 
The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack 


and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. 

To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
(Selected Passage: 2 Tim 4:9-18, NIV, Formatted or emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 1: Dan. 8:1-27; 1 Jn. 2:1-17; Psalm 120:1-7; Prov. 28:25-26)
A Second Look

Imagine that you are about to speak the last words of your life. What would your final message be? The verses above are the last lines of the last chapter of the last letter Paul wrote before being executed. Having given himself completely to the ministry of Christ, Paul was soon to be beheaded in the summer in A.D. 67 or 68.
Paul prepared to release his final breath as an offering to Christ (2 Tim. 4:6). With exhilarating fulfillment, Paul felt he had finished life’s great race (vs. 7). With joy his faith led him to anticipate the glorious crown of God’s grace (vs. 8). Paul teaches us how we too can die victoriously. First, although abandoned by many, Paul trusted God and rejoiced in the faithful relationships he shared with Luke, Mark, Timothy, Titus, and others. Second, he fed himself from the Word (the scrolls, referred to in verse 13). Third, his request for the parchments kept his ministry going to the last moment. Finally, he knew the Lord would never leave him (Acts 18:9-11; Heb. 13:5-6). We too can have confidence in all situations and at all times.
A Second Thought
Focus your faith and God will fuel your confidence and strength.
A Second Step

“LORD, thank you for speaking to me (to us) in all circumstances of our lives.”
A Second Mile
Apply the disciplines displayed by Paul and you too will walk in full confidence.
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