“The House of the Lord”
1
I rejoiced with those who said to me,



"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

2 

Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem. 
4 
That is where the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,



to praise the name of the LORD according to the statute given to Israel. 

6 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May those who love you be secure.
(Selected Passage: 1 John 3:7-10, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 3: Dan. 11:2-35; 1 Jn. 3:7-24; Psalm 122:1-9; Prov. 29:1)
A Second Look

What does going to church mean to you? Is it an inviting delight, or do you see it as an invasive duty? What price are you willing to pay to worship with the family of faith? How far are you willing to go to celebrate the presence of God and to give thanks for the privilege of being a child of God? 
As we gather for worship this coming Lord’s Day, it may well be possible that there will be more people out shopping for Christmas or simply sleeping in late. These people do not know the electrifying power of hope and the encouraging message of grace. In our corner of the world – the Bible Belt – one can often see the front of one church from the front door of another place of worship; however, many people still treat worship dismissively. Those that do choose to worship often select the congregation with whom they will worship based upon “what they get out of it” with the faulty notion that the content and intent of worship is to be directed to meet the needs of man or to touch his or her feelings. Please do not misunderstand, sincere worship does touch us at the point of our needs and our emotions, but worship was never intended to be man-centered but rather it is to be God-focused. Worship comes from WORTH-SHIP because we gather to proclaim the worthiness of God to receive our praise, our gifts, our service, and our devotion. Psalm 122 helps us understand some of what God expects of us as we worship.
· God expects us to separate ourselves from all distraction and diversions at least weekly to devote our lives anew to Christ. The ancient Jews often traveled great distances by foot and in caravans as pilgrims to offer their sacrifices and lives to the Lord (vs. 1, “Let us go to the house of the LORD”).
· God expects us to sweep everything from our thoughts and feelings so that we can concentrate on all this praiseworthy about our Lord (vs. 4, “That is where the tribes of the LORD go to praise the name of the LORD”). Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”
· God expects us to prayerfully entrust all of our concerning to Him expressing our trust in His perfect knowledge, power, and love while also confessing our constant need for His intervention in our lives (vs. 6, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”). Remember what Paul wrote, “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7).

What is the divine design of worship? When we worship we separate all ourselves committing ourselves completely to the Lord. We use every means available to us to proclaim the glory and goodness of our God. We relinquish control of all needs and concerns to God through prayer. When we cue in on God’s plan for us in worship, we experience God’s ongoing transformation of our lives
A Second Thought
Raise your voice, lift your hands, bow your head, and open your eyes; God seeks an audience with you.
A Second Step

“LORD, please take away all distractions which threaten to weaken my discipline of worship before and fellowship with God’s people.”
A Second Mile
Who will be first in terms of priority this coming Lord’s Day?
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