“Why Delay?”
1
"Come, let us return to the LORD. 


He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; 



he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 

2 
After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, 



that we may live in his presence. 

3 
Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. 


As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; 



he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth." 
(Selected Passage: Hosea 6:1-3, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 7: Hosea 6:1-9:17; 3 Jn. 1:1-14; Psalm 126:1-6; Prov. 29:12-14)
A Second Look

The story of Hosea is heartbreaking! Twice in the final line of verse three (above), we find the word “like.” Hosea’s use of “like” teaches us he was a master of imagery. Hosea used the natural to reveal the supernatural. Hosea ministered to the northern kingdom of Israel as they were physically prospering but spiritually decaying. Israel faced sure judgment because they turned away from God. Hosea depicted Israel’s unfaithfulness to God through the painful illustration of his wife’s (Gomer) unfaithfulness to him. Gomer turned her back on Hosea seeking greater wealth and comfort through a lover. Israel turned from their spiritual devotion to God because of their affection for material pleasure and comfort in this material world. Hosea begins by speaking of the breakdown in his marriage to Gomer (chapters 1-3) and advances the lesson by tying this experience to Israel’s sin of unfaithfulness (chapters 4-7), sure judgment (chapters 8-10) and Israel’s need for spiritual restoration (chapters 11-14).
Hosea (Hos. 6:1, above) calls all who stray from the Lord to return to Him immediately. Why wait? Why postpone the grace of God? To experience the chastisement of God is proof of the love of God and proof that the mercy and grace of God are available to us. Loving discipline or correction proves God is inviting us to come back to Him. If God did not love us, if God was not seeking to restore our relationship with Him, He would simply let our sin destroy us without any act of intervention. As a loving parent corrects a disobedient child, so our loving God corrects us. A lifetime of observing the natural order of the world taught Hosea that God had also created a spiritual order to the world. As surely as the rising of the sun in the east and the rainy seasons of the year – God will forgive and restore all who repent and call on the Lord in faith. Therefore, why spend one more day, one more hour, or even one more breath in the despair that comes from sin? God has much more in store for you!
A Second Thought
Seek the Lord while He may be found. Call upon Him while He is near (Isa. 55:6).
A Second Step

“LORD, deliver me from my one sense of stubbornness.”
A Second Mile
All God’s correction is the proof of God’s mercy.
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