“Warning Signs”
3 
Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, 



I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith 



that was once for all entrusted to the saints. 

4 
For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago 



have secretly slipped in among you. 


They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality 



and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
(Selected Passage: Jude 1:3-4, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 8: Hosea 10:1-14:9; 2 Jude 1:1-25; Psalm 127:1-5; Prov. 29:15-17)
A Second Look

Have you seen someone fly through a stop light or swerve past the arms that come down at a railroad crossing? If you have, you may have held your breath hoping their foolish decision did not result in a tragic accident. When we ignore clear warning signs, we often find ourselves in the immediate path of danger. This is as true spiritually as it is physically. While ignoring warning signs will cost us physically, nothing can compare to the high price we pay when we turn our heads away from the warnings and directions of God. We are foolish to mistake the grace of God for indifference. We may choose the road we get on but we cannot choose the destination to which that road will take us. Jude’s warning above is one of the most solemn in all of Scripture.
Jude presents our duty (vs. 3). We are to defend the truth of our faith as courageously as if we are in mortal hand-to-hand combat. Truly, life depends on our defense of the faith – ours and the lives of others. Although we do not work to maintain our salvation, the abundance of our spiritual lives, the effectiveness of our witness, and the advance of God’s Kingdom depends upon our spiritual fortitude and faithfulness.
Jude warns us about the stealth of the spiritual dangers that creep in upon us (vs. 4). Often these dangers slip into our lives through the influence of others. As a thief crawls through an unlocked window and slides into our room, so our enemy tries to seduce us from our spiritual disciplines. Using excuses to justify spiritual neglect does not remove the risk before us, it only hides it. What does the enemy want us to believe? Watch out for Satan’s mantra, “It does not matter; everybody is doing it.”
A Second Thought
To treat God’s grace as license is the ultimate insult to His sacrifice.
A Second Step

“LORD, teach me to measure my commitment against your sacrifice for me not against the casual lack of commitment of others, whereby I only destroy myself.”
A Second Mile
Reject the lies that distract you from Christ. Resist the lifestyle of the world around you. Focus upon the courage and consistency prepared for you in Jude 24-25. Prepare to possess you powerful faith. The reward of vigilance is well worth the price.
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