“Ten Days of Trouble”
8 
"To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 


These are the words of him 
who is the First and the Last, 









who died and came to life again. 
9 
I know your afflictions and your poverty — yet you are rich! 

I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, 


but are a synagogue of Satan. 
10 
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. 

I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, 


and you will suffer persecution for ten days. 

Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

11 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.
(Selected Passage: Revelation 2:8-11, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 10: Amos 1:1-3:15; Rev. 2:1-17; Psalm 129:1-8; Prov. 29:19-20)
A Second Look

Imagine stooping to draw a picture in the sand. The picture that is drawn is a circle that clearly surrounds our state: Lake Charles, Shreveport, Monroe, Natchez, Baton Rouge, New Orleans, and back to Lafayette. It would not take you long to understand that there is a specific message for all those in a particular area. Now, if we labeled all the school houses in those towns, or all the hospitals, or all the churches, we would also immediately understand that the message was intended for the educational field, the medical field, or the body of believers, respectively. As John writes Revelation 2-3, we quickly understand that God has a message for the entire Body of Christ as they go through times of personal and spiritual challenge. 
Now imagine, I say to you, you are going to be very sick, even miserable, but it will last ten days? What do you understand or think? Immediately, you begin to close your shutters and hunker down to endure the storm with the hope and confidence that comes from knowing, the end is in sight! This is exactly what John wants the Body of Christ to understand and to do as they go through times of tough trials.
As you go through the trying time you continue to draw to mind, if I can just hang on, if I can get through this, I am sure to be stronger and better as I arrive at the other end of the ordeal. See it something like basic training in the military. I will come out a much better person! God’s message of ten days is, “Hold on to me. You are sure to make it!”
A Second Thought
For the Christian willing to walk with Christ, every trial becomes a triumph!
A Second Step

“LORD, fix my heart and mind completely on you during my days of difficulty. 
A Second Mile
Sing to Him. Speak of Him. Pray with thanksgiving. Serve others in Christ’s name. You will overcome.
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