“Wisdom”
23 
A man's pride brings him low,



but a man of lowly spirit gains honor. 

24 
The accomplice of a thief is his own enemy;



he is put under oath and dare not testify. 

25 
Fear of man will prove to be a snare,



but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 

26 
Many seek an audience with a ruler,



but it is from the LORD that man gets justice. 

27 
The righteous detest the dishonest;



the wicked detest the upright.  
(Selected Passage: Proverbs 29:23-27, NIV, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 13: Obadiah 1:1-21; Rev. 4:1-11; Psalm 132:1-18; Prov. 29:24-25)
A Second Look

Are you willing to be out of step with the world? Practically speaking, this is one of life’s most important questions. If we find it necessary to fit in with the crowd, we give away all true freedom and make ourselves slaves of others. Maybe you can identify with the following memory from my past.

As I entered adolescence, I did so as Elvis was on his way out and the Beatles were on their way in. 1965-66 was a strategic time for me. In the fifth grade I lived on the north side of Lafayette, greased my hair back. I had a bill in the front, wings on the side, and a tail down my neck. If you don’t understand, don’t worry about it! I wore stove pipe blue jeans turned up at the cuff with white socks. I was a perfect fit for the north side of Lafayette in ’65. In the summer, my world changed. I moved to Brookside St. (you guessed it, the south side of town). After getting all greased up and ready for my first day of the sixth grade, I arrived to Junior High only to find everyone washed their hair out and let it hang (envision the Beatles and you will get the picture). They wore hopsack bell-bottomed pants of bright colors and bold plaids. I am lucky I lived through the first day, but the taunting “greaser, greaser” was brutal. Needless to say, I could not wait to get home to launch my new look. Unfortunately, I think many of us may still be snared by the need to stay in step with the world. If you study Proverbs, you will find “but” creates a huge pivot-point which separates God’s ways from the ways of the world.
To live by faith means we have to be willing to let go of what others believe, think, feel, and do so that we can follow the way of God. Can you see how the truths above from Proverbs turn the world right-side up? Simply put, the ways of God are not the ways of man! To live by faith means we are called to walk by an entirely new set of values, principles, and priorities. Following God sets man free. So, what will it be? Will you race to Wal-Mart for the most recent copy of People, Life and Style, or Us to find out how to dress this week and how to speak to connect with your friends? Or, will you simply crack open Proverbs, save six bucks and rest in the fact that the only one you choose to stay in step with does not change His style on a whim. Oh, “whatever… LOL…” that’s all the lingo or jargon I’ve been able to pick up! “Free at last, free at last! Thank God Almighty, in Christ, I am free at last!” Thank you Martin Luther King, Jr., for the chance to borrow and adapt your memorable quote. 
A Second Thought
To live by timeless wisdom, we do not have to keep up with timely fads!
A Second Step

“LORD, thank you Lord for setting us free from the trends of the world.”
A Second Mile
How willing are you to be out of step with the world in order to be in step with the Lord?
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