“O Bethlehem”
1
Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us. 


They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. 

2 
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 



out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 



whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." (NIV)
1 
Mobilize! The enemy lays siege to Jerusalem! 

With a rod they shall strike the Judge of Israel on the face.

2 
"O Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are but a small Judean village, 


yet you will be the birthplace of my King who is alive from everlasting ages past!" (TLB)
(Selected Passage: Micah5:2, NIV and TLB, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 16: Micah 5:1-7:20; Rev. 7:1-17; Psalm 135:1-21; Prov. 30:5-6)
A Second Look

Life is profoundly paradoxical and immensely enigmatic. At the very moment life strikes a death-like blow against you, the LORD will supernaturally sustain you. Listen to Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 33:27, “The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.” Micah understood that we can be both overwhelmed with pain filled with awe simultaneously. Dickens spoke of this kind of contradiction in his historical novel of 1859,  A Tale of Two Cities. This classic chronicles the chaos of the French Revolution contrasting the events surrounding Paris and London. Can anyone forget the graphic imagery of Dickens’ opening line?
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times; it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness; it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity; it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness; it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair; we had everything before us, we had nothing before us; we were all going directly to Heaven, we were all going the other way.
However, the power and impact of Dickens’ memorable words pales in comparison to the vivid distinction and vital message delivered by Micah as he contrasted great Jerusalem and unknown Bethlehem. Dickens delivered a line that changed the face of historical novels. Micah delivered a prophetic message that changed the course of human history!

Bethlehem Ephrathah was the birthplace of a king! These eight words are very significant to YOU! By definition, Bethlehem means “House of Bread” from which the One who is “The Bread of Life” would be born. By definition,  Ephrathah means “fertile field” drawing us to the fruitfulness that we shall know as we abide in Him (John 15). However, the very word Ephrathah is formed as a gurgling guttural sound from the back of the throat suggesting disdain for a place so small it cannot be ranked on a Jewish map because it was not large enough (1000) to have a captain or be designated a city. Today, we would call it po-dunk or Hicksville (maybe even at one time Livingston Parish). Yet, this is the town God chose for the birth of the King of Kings. By God’s choice He says to you, “NO ONE IS INSIGNFICANT TO ME!” What is Micah’s message? The great city of Zion (Jerusalem) will collapse because of her pride and the unknown and overlooked Ephrathah will be the cornerstone of salvation because of God’s grace!
A Second Thought
Take heart my friend. There is none so small that God does not know his name; that God does not have a plan for her life (Mic. 5:2).
A Second Step

“LORD, how can we thank you enough for the significance and security you give us!”
A Second Mile
Determine today to never underestimate your worth in Christ. Likewise, resolve to never bask in the greatness of your human strength or personal knowledge.






Terry Booth
