“Taking Inventory”
5 
Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 

6 
You have planted much, but have harvested little. 


You eat, but never have enough. 


You drink, but never have your fill. 


You put on clothes, but are not warm. 


You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." 

7 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 

8 
Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, 



so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 

9 
"You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. 


What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. 


"Because of my house, which remains a ruin, 



while each of you is busy with his own house. 

10 
Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 
I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, 



the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, 




and on the labor of your hands."
(Selected Passage: Haggai 1:5-11, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 20: Haggai 1:1-2:23; Rev. 11:1-19; Psalm 139:1-24; Prov. 30:15-16)
A Second Look

Francis de Sales wrote, “The test of a preacher is that his congregation goes away saying, not ‘What a lovely sermon!’ but, “I will do something!’” Therefore, the message has not been received until we are ready to take action upon what God has said. The message of Haggai the prophet is comprised of four individual messages. Each message has a unique theme and the four messages taken together bring us to readiness to take action. His first message (Hag. 1:1-15) called for an honest inventory of the Jews focus upon God’s priorities and their faithfulness to those priorities of God. The second message (Hag. 2:1-9) challenged God’s people to find new strength in the service of the Lord. The third message (Hag. 2:10-19) stirred God’s people to become clean before the Lord. The final message (Hag. 2:20-23) delivered God’s command to be encouraged by the Spirit of God. 
What was the situation at hand? In 538 B.C., fifty thousand Jews returned from Babylon to their homeland commissioned by God to rebuild a temple and to restore their worship of the Lord. It was not until 536 B.C. (two years later) that they laid the foundation of the temple of God. Because of the opposition of some, the children of God abandoned their work for another sixteen years. They did not resume the building of the temple until 520 B.C. What is the essential message to the people of God in the above passage? If faithfulness to our worship and service unto God is not our greatest priority, everything else we seek and pursue will be folly! No less than seven times (vs. 6 and 9) God declared that when man puts his desires ahead of God’s commands, life collapses! What was the central challenge of verses five and seven? All of God’s people are called to take a careful, personal spiritual inventory. If you think God may be trying to say something to you, it is very likely you are right!
A Second Thought
If your commitment to God is not your highest priority, you have no prospect of a blessed future!
A Second Step

“LORD, help me take an honest inventory of my life. Help me keep my commitment to you as my highest priority in life.”
A Second Mile
Upon what do you spend most of your money? What captures most of your time? About what do you get most excited? What are you personal priorities in life? Based upon this inventory, what do you expect your future to hold?
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