“Immediate Versus Ultimate Satisfaction”
3 
Therefore tell the people: This is what the LORD Almighty says: 



'Return to me,' declares the LORD Almighty, 



'and I will return to you,' says the LORD Almighty. 

4 
Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed: 


This is what the LORD Almighty says: 



'Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.' 



But they would not listen or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 

5 
Where are your forefathers now? And the prophets, do they live forever? 

6 
But did not my words and my decrees, 



which I commanded my servants the prophets, overtake your forefathers? 


"Then they repented and said, 'The LORD Almighty has done to us 


what our ways and practices deserve, just as he determined to do.'"
(Selected Passage: Zechariah 1:3-6, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 21: Zech. 1:1-21; Rev. 12:1-13:1; Psalm 140:1-13; Prov. 30:18-20)
A Second Look

Zechariah ministered alongside Haggai challenging the Jews to rebuild the temple (the place of worship as the center of Jerusalem and the practice of worship as the center of their lives. Is worship a final and conclusive priority in your life. The conflict with which Haggai and Zechariah dealt – the people’s tendency to put their own desires, pleasures, and comforts ahead of the faithfulness to the Lord – is not unlike the issues that challenge us today. Christians in the western world (particularly in the U.S.) have relegated their worship of the Lord and their walk with the Lord to a very distant and optional position in their lives. We spend more on pet food that we give to our churches. We pour more money into make-up than we give to all religious causes. It is more likely that an American will spend $100.00 in one week on entertainment than give $100.00 to the Lord’s work. Zechariah and Haggai would be staggered by our upside-down pyramid of priorities.
Zechariah’s message calls the child of God to look around at the ultimate outcome of those who did not (historically) and those who do not (contemporaneously) respect the spiritual priorities God has commanded us to embrace. We cannot get an accurate reading on the fruitfulness of spiritual values without looking at the entire length and breadth of life. Certainly one day, one month, one year, or even one season of life is not a long enough span of time to discern whether or not it pays to follow the ways of man or the ways of God. Consider this, what has happened when a nation, a family, or an individual has forgotten God? Where is the Roman Empire today? What has happened as the once Christian nations of Europe have forgotten Christ? The ultimate message of Zechariah is that it does not pay to dethrone Christ as Lord of your life simply so that you can pursue the possessions, passions, and pleasures of this world.
A Second Thought
Today, you will be wise to make your immediate or short-term decisions based upon your ultimate or long-term goals. Immediate gratification does not lead to ultimate satisfactions!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to the ultimate outcome of my immediate decisions and choices.”
A Second Mile
Keep your commitment to the Lord as you highest priority in daily living.
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