“Overcoming Discouragement”
7 
"Come, O Zion! Escape, you who live in the Daughter of Babylon!" 

8 
For this is what the LORD Almighty says: 



"After he has honored me and has sent me against the nations that have plundered 



you — for whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye —   

9 
I will surely raise my hand against them so that their slaves will plunder them. 


Then you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me. 

10 
"Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. 

For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the LORD. 

11 
"Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. 


I will live among you and you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. 

12 
The LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land 



and will again choose Jerusalem. 

13 
Be still before the LORD, all mankind, 



because he has roused himself from his holy dwelling."
(Selected Passage: Zechariah 2:7-13, Formatted for emphasis; THE ONE YEAR BIBLE for Dec. 22: Zech. 2:1-3:10; Rev. 13:1-18; Psalm 141:1-10; Prov. 30:18-20)
A Second Look

The Jews had been defeated and dominated by the Babylonians long enough that they had largely lost hope. Today, believers often have become so overwhelmed by the troubles of life that they too lose all sense of hope. However, God speaks directly to this kind of condition revealing why the child of God should rekindle hope within his or her life.
God’s measuring Jerusalem is His firm declaration that He is going to take possession of His land and people and that He has a plan for your future (vs. 1-2). In much the same way that one measures land as they survey it in preparation to take possession of it, God reveals He shall claim and bless His people, their lives, their lands, and their futures. Take heart, in Christ your future is bright.
God calls His followers to break free from the land (the experience) of domination and despair (Babylon) because God is calling them home. He will confront those who have mistreated His children (vs. 6-7). When a believer fails to walk in faith and in faithfulness they ultimately arrive at a condition in which they are filled with despair. God’s message is, “You do not have to continue to live in despair!” If it’s foolish to stay in Babylon (it is just  foolish just to give up and go with the flow) because God is going to confront and conquer all enemies who have abused His children. He will be as quick to raise His hand against an abusive individual as we might be when we get a grain of sand in our eye (vs. 8). Did you catch the reference in verse eight that we are the apple of God’s eye?
The people of God are called to move from pain to praise, from sighing to singing because of God’s redemptive mercy and mighty power (vs. 10-12). Rejoice, child of God, He has a bright and blessed future for you! Do not let circumstances dictate the condition of your life. Trust the Lord to meet your every need.
A Second Thought
Your future is as bright as the grace of God!
A Second Step

“LORD, open my eyes to your hand of mercy all about me.”
A Second Mile
Has any form of spiritual neglect put you in a place in which you feel dominated by the dark and difficult experiences of your life? Cry out for the mercy and intervention of God.
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